
9 


® 


J 


Europilschsi Patantamt 
Europaan Patant Offict 
Offica auropAan daa bravata 


(u) Publication number: 


0 194 412 

A3 


® 


EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 


® AppHcatlon number: 88100438,0 
@ Dateoffiting; 15.01.88 


® inta': B 65 D 47/20 
F 16 K 21/00 


® Priority: 16.01.85 US 6923S7 

® Dateofpubllcationofapptication: 
17.09.88 Bulletin 86/38 

@ Date ofdeferred publication of search report: 05.08.87 

@ Designated Contracting States: 

AT BE CH DE FR GB IT U HI SE 


0 Applicant: Dark, Richard Charles George 
85S3 Red Hill Country Club Drive 
Rancho Cucamonga California 91730(US) 

@ inventor: Dark, Richard Charles George 
8553 Red Hilt Country Club Drive 
Rancho CucamongaCaUfomfa 91730(US) 

@ Representative: RieblIng,GQnter,Dr. et al« 

Patentanwdlte Dr.-lng., Dipl.-lng., tng.(grad) GQnter 
RIebling Dr.-lng.,Olpl.*lng. Peter RlebllngRennerta 10 
Postf8ch3160 

D-8990 Undau (Bodensee)(l>E| 


5 

M 

i 


@ Unltaryspigotvahre. 

@ A unitary spigot value for dispensing liquid, as from a 
container. Includes a body (2) defining a dispensing opening 
(8K a rigid valve lever (12) having an inner end portion con- 
nected with the body at a rectilinear pivot hinge (16) for 
movement between dispensing and sealing positions, a 
spigot (24) on the valve lever inner end portion adjacent to 
the hinge and configurated and arranged as to plug the dis- 
pensing opening upon movement of the valve lever into seal- 
ing position, a flexible diaphragm (18) connected to interior 
walls of the body and with the spigot at hinge tines (20), the 
diaphragm allowing liquid flow to the valve only via the dis* 
pensing opening, and first snap*fitting means on the body 
and the second snap-fitting means connected with the valve 
lever, these snap-fitting means being configurated and sized 
for engagement to retain the spigot In sealing position and 
prevent disengagement from such position. The spigot may 
extend from a rigid base portion of the valvo lover. The 
second snap-fitting means may be the outer end portion of 
the lever, and the first snap-fitting means may comprise de- 
tent projections on the body adjacent the vahre lever when In 
ita sealing positioa the projections being reailiently de- 
formed momentarily upon movement of the vaK^e lever into 
sealing position, then engaging the laver to retain It In such 
position. The second snap-fitting means may be a radially 
extending annular portion of the spigot, the ftrst snap-Httlng 
means may be a radially Inwardly extending portion of the 
opening wall, so that these annular portions interfere when a 
spigot Is moved Into the dispensing opening and are reaili- 
ently deformed, then engaged to retain the spigot in sealing 
position. The wall defining the dispensing opening and the 
spig t exterior configuration may be tapered radially in- 
wardly in the direction of the Insertion of the spigot for force- 
fitting sealing relati n upon urging the spigot Into the pen- 
ing. 
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